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by Bashid and other Mohammedan authors of the invasions of Russia by the Mongols. See " Journal of the Department of Public Instruction" for 1853 and 1855.
In commenting upon geographical names in Central and Western Asia mentioned in ancient Chinese and Mongol writings, I have frequently to refer for corrobora-tion or elucidation to the geographical accounts of those countries as given by the Mohammedan authors of the same period. We now possess many excellent European translations of the most important Arabic and Persian geographical accounts. I may mention the following Mohammedan geographers and historians repeatedly quoted in these pages.
Mas'udi, the famous historian and geographer, who visited India, Ceylon, and the coast of China in A r>. 915. He died in 956. He is the author of the " Meadows of Gold," treating of history, geography, and other things. "Lcs Prairies d'Or" de Mapoudi, traduction f rangaise par Earlier de Mey-nard et Pavct de Courteille, nine volumes, 1861-77,
Ibn Khurdadbih + AD 912, wrote a geographical work on the " Eoads and Kingdoms," which has been translated in A. Sprenger's " Post- u. Reiserouten des Orieutes," Abh. f. d. Kunde d. Morgenlandes, iii. 1864.
Istaktiri, who lived in the tenth century, is the author of a geographical work, "The Book of the Countries." Mordtmann translated an abridgment of it into German with the title "Das Buch der Lander," 1845.
Ibn H&ukcd, who was Istakhri's contemporary, wrote in 977 a description of countries, which is nothing but a reproduction of Istakhri's book with additions by Ibn Haukal. The work Ouseley translated with the title "Oriental Geography of Eln Haukcd" 1800, is in reality a Persian version of Istakhri.
Firdusi of Fas, the famous Persian poet, rt the Homer of Persia," born A.D. 931, + 1020. He wrote the celebrated epic poem Shahnameh, which contains the annals